Davide Verotta

If I Must Die, Let It Be a Tale
(2024)

Soprano and Flute




PERFORMANCE NOTES
In the vocal part a smaller note indicates an alternate pitch. All accidentals apply only at the given octave.

If I must Die, Let It Be a Tale is scored for soprano and flute, tenor and clarinet in BP, soprano or tenor and
piano.

PROGRAM NOTES

If I Must Die, Let It Be a Tale is a poem by Refaat Alareer. Alareer was born in Gaza City in 1979. A
graduate from University College Landon, and University Putra Malaysia, with a dissertation on John Donne,
he taught literature and creative writing at the Islamic University of Gaza. Just weeks after he wrote this poem,
on December 6, 2023, Alareer was killed by an Israeli airstrike in northern Gaza, along with his brother, sister,
and four of his nephews, during the Israeli invasion of the Gaza Strip.



If I Must Die, Let It Be a Tale*

If I must die,
you must live
to tell my story
to sell my things
to buy a piece of cloth
and some strings,
(make it white with a long tail)
so that a child, somewhere in Gaza
while looking heaven in the eye
awaiting his dad who left in a blaze—
and bid no one farewell
not even to his flesh
not even to himself—
sees the kite, my kite you made, flying up above
and thinks for a moment an angel 1s there
bringing back love
If I must die
let it bring hope
let it be a tale

Refaat Alareer

(23 September 1979 — 6 December 2023)

" Reproduced with permission of the Alareer family, and OR Books, Alternative Publishing, 2 Timber Lane

Suite 301, Marlboro, NJ 07746



Copyright 2024 Davide Verotta, All rights reserved. San Francisco, CA, USA
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@%o
o



If I Must Die, Let It Be a Tale

Davide Verotta

July 2024

must

I

P i

72

)7,
y
[ fan Y
SV
e

)’ |
V.t
[ an

Soprano

Flute

a tempo

rallentando

10

Z
L4

I
|29

)
W
r

I must die

mp 1f

If

must

I

If

die

10

2=
P o

2=

FL

mp

15

]l e
T Q|
[N
= QL
_ 0
[N
| HEL )
™. |
R M
NT N NT N
0 <o
L1EN [T [ [l
JUL S
Q2 i
& -
LOONH LOONH
. w .
Rt 2 |18
Wl 2 i
[ |
A i
NP NG
wn

FIL.

20

I
29

D)

things
p
=

my

sell

==

1
o)
J/

20

mp

Fl.

N
- NTN - NT N
~¢ -
Aﬁz
¢
o
.
Q|
«
A.LH
| 2l
o
il
| oo
LEONH LOOSH
NP DY
75]

@

FL



30

I
S —
-
\

\0 0
[
|

) 2
[ 7 1
T Y }

[

mf to

strings,

and some

of cloth

piece

to buy a

my things

sell

30

27

|
b

[
[ e
I

|
I",)
P>

|2 o
)V‘P

FL

spoken
35 senza tempo, teatrale

make it

P (make it

35

33

p

\/3)

=34

FL

(s
&
D)

Pocopiuveloce J =80

sung
40

spoken

sung

36

X X | -

tail)

long

with a

a

with

white

k,
IT18))
[
e
~C
¢TR
(A
ik
|
1
QL
R NIE
=

Ik
o

45

41

- za

Ga

some-where in

child,

a

mf so that

45

41

&)

L

p——
.

FL

50

47

g
S T
[l e} L v
o -
T TTTO
ik
TTTO
IO\
A 5 e
N2
z |||
o -/
=)
= [ 11
0 = N
h’ IN l]D
Nz
I
o0
£
g w Q
Q I
o ~C
) -
S ) §
™ 2
.\\\ R=! (]
ﬁ .
.| 1
g
«
(5]
T =
on
R=)
~
S QL
= LLEN
2
=
z
M
CEESS 70
X
N —_—
&



NTN NTN
18] s
NTE
\nm‘ p_mJ ~¢
([Q\E
(1N
Qo 4t L
—_a x|
[
- e =
QL B (1
N N
LOONH LN
%\\ﬂoj
SN RN
~d M\
= =S
~C
~C [1%
wn

FL

Pocopiulento

55

&
~ Cl™e
oy
A 9L
\‘G m
L] g L
- m T
! T
E : L
F)/ g
M| QL
B il
8
I I )
2
L] g L
i 4
5]
>
N L
™ & H
M| QL
LleN
S
- J8 W
5
(5] -
s |IR
(=]
=1
o IE L IE
NTN NTN
2EP NG
175

Tempoprimo J =72

~d ~d
TR g TR
' = - -
m S BEL )
i =
o
St
2 ~d
=== =
Q
1=
= 2
o ~¢
i = ||
| = )
Q
<
o ~¢
M s
=
=
2 2
w2
~¢ T
~d ~¢
=
Q] =& BERN
= =
o o
|| on
=
M
o T
(Y =
ES
q’
2
=
1l =
Thime
| | < ||
£
<N @ 9huﬂ @
)
7)) —
S

U =
=}
]
~d Q|
Q s
QL 3 Q
L) = =
NTN 1 NT N
N\ =
o o
Al 5 N
s =
~d ~¢
on
.= | |
= Aﬁ
&=
|
< ~¢
s
1l s Q|
g
=
Ll o
= >
P ) | L
N 2 Q
O Ay
Ra) Ra)
o) o)
>
g
5} [ ||
s I\
Ly =
- 5
=
h| =i
2 ]
NEre Lo ¥ &
. me DY
wn —
S

m,
o e
o 2 \
Q Q
-~
SO P8
e}
i RAK Y=
R S
o0
9| E ®
8 =X
~C ~C
. . © .
Jd-E R
T Wl 2 TN
0 D QL
NNE Jb
B g TN
1] 8 TN
-
~C ~C
Qo 5 TTTO
EX SMS mf f
= TR L
bo NG Am\
7] &
| g 1\
R
m
mn wd mnu )
%) —
=3



80

]

76

-—r
[

—

—®

T
=

FL

85

81

\\\Hli
4 | &N
1 ~C
@ alan

o Z
N - QL
179 =
~C ~C
alay alan
. o
-2 Al
W Z
i g
TN = L
&
I CV\\‘
| 188
1 \ QUL
ol
o
1
q

DEe . DO

¢ =

by
ol
[ )]

= I

i 4

o
(o'0]
Il
-
)
(@]
o
[0}
>
3
o
Q |
(&)
o
o M~
S
q
L1a
WhVA

I must die

If
S

a tale

be

it

let

hope

mf let it bring

90

|
=i
<

~
|
I

pE—

)
il 4

7@ 4

FL

_— "0

allargando

95

ol =
NERE
O 2
N = o}
| =
N — TTTD
KN
KN -
~d p_mJ [
NT N NN
~NC
Aowww
NI M\u
. o
<
.?\ 8 T
™ =
L )
. e va vl
Nl B
. L
N & o}
m= =
LONSH LEONSH
g |-
(1 m |
| 1
1 5 1
NG DN
N
5] —
&

I
|29
(N "=

a tale

be

it

100

28 4
\

po




